Patents and intellectual property

What is a patentable invention?

e |nvention must be novel.

e |nvention must alleviate or solve a known
technical problem.

e Invention must be non-obvious to the aver-
age person skilled in the art.

Who is the average person skilled in the art?

e The average person skilled in the art may
hold a Master degree in the field. The aver-
age person skilled in the art may be a senior
graduate student.

When is an invention not patentable?

o If the invention was publicly disclosed by
the inventor or anyone else prior to having
filed a patent application.

Who are the inventors?

e Everyone who makes an essential contribu-
tion to the invention.

o The determination of inventors is a matter of
law.

Who owns a patent?
e Usually the employer.

What are the rights afforded by a patent?

e The only right afforded by a patent is the
right to prevent others from exercising the
invention.

What is a commercial license?

e There non-exclusive and exclusive commer-
cial licenses.

e Having a license allows one to use the in-
vention for commercial purposes.

Do researchers at companies of universities need
a license if they, in performing research and de-
velopment, use a patented invention?

e No.

What is the process by which a patent is

granted?

¢ Invention is conceived and the inventor(s)
believe that it is a patentable invention.

e An invention disclosure is filed with em-
ployer.

e A prior art search is performed by the inven-
tor and/or patent attorneys.

e A patent application is submitted to the US
Patent and Trademark Office (US PTO).

e About a year later, the US PTO responds
with a report. This report is called an “office
action”.

e The inventor’s patent attorney responds to
the office action.

o If the response is satisfactory to the US PTO,
a patent will be issued.

e Otherwise it will result in a second office
action, and so on until the application is
granted or rejected in the final office action.

What is the lifetime of a patent?
e 18 years from the time of issuance.

Can a combination of two known things in a
new context be an invention?
e Yes.

What is infringement?
e If a company uses a patent without a license,
then the company infringes on the patent.

How is a patent structured?

e Abstract: The patent abstract briefly sum-
marizes the invention.

e Prior art: The technical field of the inven-
tion and the prior art are discussed. The
drawbacks of prior art are pointed out.

o Detailed description: The invention is de-
scribed in detail. Theoretical and/or experi-
mental evidence for the improvement is pro-
vided.

e Claims: The claims are “what counts”. They
describe and delineate in detail the technical
claims that are made about the invention.

The following pages show an example of a pat-
ent.
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{57} ABSTRACT

A semiconductor light emitting device, especially, a
light emitting diode includes a compound semiconduc-
tor substrate of a first conductivity type, an InGaAlP
layer formed on the substrate and having a light emit-
ting region, a GaAlAs layer of a second conductivity
type formed on the InGaAlP layer and having a larger
band gap than that of the InGaAIP layer, and an elec-
trode formed on a part of the GaAlAs layer. The light
emitting diode emits light from a surface at the elec-
trode side except for the electrode. A current from the
electrode is widely spread by the GaAlAs layer to
widely spread a light emitting region. -

14 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
SEMICONDUCTOR LIGHT EMITTING DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a semiconductor
light emitting device and, more particularly, to a semi-

" conductor light emitting device using an InGaAlP sys-

tem semiconductor material.

2. Description of the Related Art

Of Group I1I-V compound semiconductors which
are lattice-matched with GaAs, an Inj_(Gaj— xAlx),P
mixed crystal (0=xX =1 and 0=y=1) has a largest
direct transition band gap and therefore has been re-
ceiving a lot of attention as a light emitting device mate-
rial for a visible light region. Recently, an InGaAlP
crystal layer can be formed on a GaAs substrate by a
chemical vapor deposition method using an-organomet-
alic compound (to be abbreviated as an MOCVD
method hereinafter), and a visible light semiconductor
laser using this technique is reported.

In a light emitting diode for a visible light region, a

GaAlAs system material is used in a red region to real--

ize a device having a high luminance. Since, however,
an indirect transition material such as GaP or GaAsP is
used in a region having a shorter wavelength than that
of the red region, no device having a high luminance
equal to that of the device for the red region has been
realized.

Since an InGaAIP system material has a direct transi-
tion band structure up to a green region as described
above, a light-emitting diode having a high luminance
throughout a wide visible light region can be realized
by using this material. In order to realize such a device,
however, InGaAIP having a. low resistivity must be
grown to decrease a system resistance of the device, but
it is difficult to obtain low resistivity InGaAlP espe-
cially in a p-type layer. In order to decrease the resistiv-
ity of a p-type layer, a high-concentration p-type impu-
rity must be doped. In the InGaAlP system material,
however, if a p-type impurity is doped at a high concen-
tration, only a part of the doped impurity can be electri-
cally activated, i.e., activity is reduced to cause carrier
concentration saturation. In addition, if an Al content is
increased, a ratio of the doped impurity to be contained
is reduced to limit the concentration of the doped impu-
rity. Furthermore, mobility of carriers in InGaAlP is
comparatively small. In particular, mobility of holes is
as very small as 10 to 20 cm?/V.s. Therefore, the resis-
tivity cannot be reduced very much upon doping at a
concentration of about 1018 cm—3. For this reason, in an
LED structure in which a first clad layer consisting of
n-type InGaAlP, an active layer consisting of InGaAlP,
and a second clad layer consisting of p-type InGaAlP
are stacked in the order named on a substrate consisting
of n-type GaAs holes injected from an electrode are not
easily spread in the lateral direction, and most of light
emission recombination in the active layer takes place
below an electrode at a p-type layer side. Therefore,
light emission occurs in only a peripheral portion of the
p-type layer side electrode, resulting in a very low emis-
sion light extraction efficiency. Since an n-type dopant
can be comparatively easily doped at a high concentra-
tion, an LED structure may be formed by stacking first
clad layer consisting of p-type InGaAlP, an active layer
consisting of InGaAlP, and a second clad layer consist-
ing of InGaALlP in the order named on a substrate con-
sisting of p-type GaAs. Mobility of electrons in In-
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2
GaAlP is not so high, i.e., about 100 cm2/V.s within a
composition range having large Al content to be used in
a clad layer. In order to spread an injection current in
the lateral direction, therefore, the thickness of the
n-type second clad layer must be increased to be several
tens pm or more. It is not theoretically impossible to
grow a thick film having the above thickness by the
MOCVD method suitable as a crystal growth method
for the InGaAlP material. This technique, however, is
not practical since it requires, e.g., a very long growth
time or a very large amount of a Group V source gas.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
semiconductor light emitting device having a high light
extraction efficiency and a high luminance.

According to the present invention, there is provided
a semiconductor light emitting device comprising a
compound semiconductor substrate of a first conductiv-
ity type, an InGaAlP layer formed on the substrate and
having a light emitting region, a GaAlAs layer formed
on the InGaAlIP layer and having a larger band gap than
that of the InGaAlIP layer, and an electrode formed on
a part of the GaAlAs layer, wherein light is emitted
from a surface at the electrode side except for the elec-
trode,

In addition, according to the present invention, there
is provided a semiconductor light emitting device com-
prising:

a compound semiconductor substrate of a first con-
ductivity type;

a lower clad layer formed on the substrate and con-
sisting essentially of InGaAIP of a first conductivity
type; '

an active layer formed on the lower clad layer and
consisting essentially of InGaAlP;

an upper clad layer formed on the active layer and
consisting essentiaily of InGaAlP of a second conduc-
tivity type; and

a current blocking region of the first conductivity

" type formed on the upper clad layer and having a larger

band gap than that of the InGaAlP layer constituting
the active layer. '

Furthermore, according to the present invention,
there is provided a semiconductor light emitting device
comprising: : :

a compound semiconductor substrate of a first con-
ductivity type;

a lower clad layer formed on the substrate and con-
sisting essentially of InGaAlP of the first conductivity
type;

an active layer formed on the lower clad layer and
consisting essentially of InGaAlP., and

an upper clad layer formed on the active layer and
consisting essentially of InGaAlP of a second conduc-
tivity type,

wherein an intermediate band gap region having a
band gap larger than that of the substrate and smaller
than that of the lower clad layer is selectively formed
between the substrate and the lower clad layer.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention
will be set forth in the description which follows, and in
part will be obvious from the description, or may be
learned by practice of the invention. The objects and
advantages of the invention may be realized and ob-
tained by means of the instrumentalities and combina-
tion particilarly pointed out in the appended claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorpo-
rated in and constitute a part of the specification, illus-
trate presently preferred embodiments of the invention
and, together with the general description given above
and the detailed description of the preferred embodi-
ments given below, serve to explain the principles of the
invention,

FIG. 1 is a sectional view showing an LED (light-
emitting diode) according to one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view showing a current distribu-
tion and a light emitting region of the LED shown in
FIG. 17

FIG. 3 is a sectional view showing an LED-having a
current blocking layer according to another embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIGS. 4A to 4D are sectional views for explaining
manufacturing steps of the LED shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view showing a modification of
the LED shown in FIG. 3;

FIGS. 6 and 7 are sectional views showing an LED
having a current blocking layer according to still an-
other embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view showing an LED having
an intermediate band gap region according still another
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view showing the LED shownin
FIG. 8; and )

FIGS. 10 and 11 are perspective and plan views,
respectively, showing a relationship between an inter-
mediate band gap region and an electrode at an n-type
side in a modification of the LED shown in FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Various types of embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described below with reference to the ac-
companying drawings.

FIG. 1is a schematic sectional view showing a struc-
ture of a semiconductor light emitting device according
to one embodiment of the present invention. As shown
in FIG. 1, a lower clad layer 12 consisting of n-
Ing s(Gar—xAlx)osP, an active layer 13 consisting of
Ing s(Gar—yAly)osP, an upper clad layer 14 consisting of
p-Ino.s(Gay..Al7)o.sP, a p—Gar—pAlpAs layer 15, and a
contact layer 16 consisting of p-GaAs are sequentially
stacked on one major surface of a substrate 11 consisting
of n-GaAs. A p-type side first electrode 17 consisting of
Au-Za is formed on the contact layer 16, and an n-type
side second electrode 18 consisting of Au-Ge is formed
on the other major surface of the substrate 11, The
thickness of the p-GaAlAs layer 15 is much larger than
that of the upper clad layer 14.

FIG. 2 shows a current distribution and a light emit-
ting portion inside the device shown in FIG. 1. Refer-
ring to FIG. 2, broken-line arrows 19 indicate a current
distribution in the device, and reference numeral 10
denotes a light emitting portion. In order to obtain 2
high light-emission efficiency, Al contents x, y, and z in
each InGaAIlP layer satisfy y=x and y=z. That is, a
double heterojunction is formed such that an energy
gap of the active layer 13 serving as a light emitting
layer is smaller than those of the two p- and n-type clad
layers 12 and 14. Each of x, y, and z satisfies a corre-
sponding one of the following inequalities:

0=x=1, preferably, 0.5=x=1

—
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0=y=1, preferably, 02y <0.6

023 z=1, preferably, 0.5=z=1

A band gap larger than that of the active layer 13 is
selected for the p-GaAlAs layer 15 so that the layer 15
becomes transparent with respect to the wavelength of
light emitted from the active layer 13. For example, p in
Gaj_pAlpAs preferably satisfies 0.45Sp=1.

Although an LED having the above double hetero-
junction structure will be described below, a layer
structure of an active layer portion is not essential in
terms of a light extraction efficiency. Therefore, a singe
heterojunction structure or a homojunction structure
can be considered to be equivalent to the above double
heterojunction structure.

In the structure shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the thickness
and carrier concentration of each layer are set as shown

- in the following parentheses: the substrate 11 (80 um,
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3% 1018 cm—3), the lower clad layer 12 (1 pm, 5x 1017
cm—3) the active layer 13 0,5 um, undoped), the upper clad
layer 14 (0.2 um, 4 X 10!7cm—3), the p-GaAlAs layer 15
(3 um, 3X 1018¢cm—3), and the contact layer 16 (0.1 um,
3X 10!8em—3). Note that the thickness of the p-GaAlAs
layer 15 is preferably 1 pm to 20 pm.

One feature of the above structure is that the p-
GaAlAs layer 15 having a much larger thickness than
that of the lower clad layer 12 consisting of p-InGaAlP
is formed on the layer 12, Superiority of this structure.
will be described below.

If the p-GaAlAs layer 15 is not present in the struc-
ture shown in FIG. 1, spread of a current in the upper
clad layer consisting of p-InGaAlP is small because its
resistivity is high. The current spread may be widened
by increasing the thickness of the layer. Since, however,
thermal conductivity is low in an InGaAlP system ma-
terial, a large film thickness is not preferred because
crystal quality is degraded and the overlying layer is
adversely affected. In additipn, in an InGaAIP system
semiconductor material, since a growth speed is limited
in consideration of the crystal quality, a growth time
must be prolonged in order to grow a thick film. If an
impurity having high diffusibility is used in the clad
layer, therefore, impurity diffusion to the active layer
occurs to degrade the device characteristics. For this
reason, it is difficult to grow a thick InGaAIP layer. By
forming the p-GaAlAs layer 15 which can be lattice
matched with GaAs to realize a low resistivity and a
high growth speed on the upper clad layer 14 consisting
of p-InGaAlP, a current injected from the electrode can
be spread in the p-GaAlAs layer 15, thereby enabling
light emission in a wide region except for a portion
immediately below the electrode. The resistivities of the
upper clad layer 14 consisting of p-Ing.5(Gag.3Alo.7)0.5P
and the p-(Gao2Alps)As layer 15 used in this embodi-
ment at the carrier concentration described above are 1
Qem and 0.05 Qcm, respectively. Since, therefore, a
resistivity difference is large, a current injected from the
electrode is widely spread in the p-GaAlAs layer 15
before reaching the p-type clad layer 14. X

In the above stacking structure, a device was consti-
tuted by using 0.3 as the Al content y in the Ings(Gay.
~yAlosP active layer, and a voltage was applied in the
forward direction to flow a current. As a result, the
current distribution shown in FIG. 2 was obtained, and
light emission having a peak wavelength at 610 mm was
obtained throughout a wide surface region of the device
except for the p-type side electrode (Au-Zn) 17.

The present invention is not limited to the above
embodiment. For example, although Ings(Gag.



5,048,035

5

7Alo.3)0.sP is used as the composition of the active layer
in the above embodiment, light emission of a visible
light region from red to green regions can be obtained
by changing the Al content. In addition, Ings(Gao.
3Alo.7)0.5P is used as the composition of the clad layer in
the above embodiment. The composition, however, is
not limited to that of the above embodiment but may be
any composition provided that a satisfactory band gap
difference for entrapping carriers is obtained with re-
spect to the active layer. Although the upper clad layer
14 consisting of p-InGaAlP is formed between the In-
GaAlP active layer 13 and the p-GaAlAs layer 15 in the
above embodiment, the same effect can be obtained by
a structure in which the p-GaAlAs layer 15 is formed
directly on the active layer 13 consisting of InGaAlP.
In this structure, however, a band gap difference with
respect to the active layer 13 is smaller than that in the
structure in which the upper clad layer 14 consisting of
p-InGaAlP is formed. Therefore, overflow of carriers
occurs more easily than in the structure of the above
embodiment to slightly degrade the device characteris-
tics. Since, however, a light extraction efficiency much
higher than that obtained by a conventional structure
can be obtained by current spread in the p-GaAlAs
layer, the use of this structure is highly advantageous.
In addition to the structures described above, the same
effect can be obtained by a structure in which a GaAlAs
layer is formed on a light emitting portion formed of
InGaAIP having a different Al content or a structure in
which a light emitting portion is constituted by an In-
GaAlP layer and a GaAlAs layer.

Although 0.8 is used as the Al content of the Ga/—.
pALAs layer of the above embodiment, the composition
is not limited to that of the above embodiment but may
be any composition provided that a satisfactory band
gap for obtaining transparency with respect to the
wavelength of light emitted from the light emitting
portion is obtained.

As described above, according to the LED shown in
FIG. 1, the p-GaAlAs layer having a much larger film
thickness and a lower resistivity than those of the p-
InGaAlP clad layer is formed on the clad layer. There-
fore, a current injected from the electrode portion is
spread in the p-GaAlAs layer throughout a wide region
except for a portion immediately below the electrode
before reaching the p-InGaAlP clad layer. As a result,
since a light emitting region can be spread throughout a
wide region except for the portion immediately below
the electrode, a light extraction efficiency is increased
to realize high-luminance light-emission.

FIG. 3 is a sectional view showing a structure of an
LED according to another embodiment of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 3, this LED has a double
heterojunction structure formed by sequentially stack-
ing a buffer layer 22 formed by Si doping to have an
n-type impurity concentration of 2X10!% cm—3and a
thickness of 0.5 um and consisting of n-GaAs, a lower
clad layer 23 formed by Si doping to have an n-type
impurity concentration of 2X 1018 cm~3and a thickness
of 2 pm and consisting of n-Ing,5(G.0.3Alo.7)0.5P, an un-
doped active layer 24 having a thickness of 0.5 um and

_consisting of Ing s(Gag.ssAlo.ash.sP, a first upper clad
layer 25 formed by Zn doping to have a p-type impurity
concentration of 4x10'7 ¢m—3 and a thickness of 1 um
and consisting of p-Ings(Gag3Alo7)o.sP, a current
blocking layer 26 formed by Si doping to have an n-type
impurity concentration of 2 X cm—3and a thicknessof 0.5 um
and consisting of n-Ing 5(Gap.3Alo.7)0.5P, a second upper
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clad layer 27 formed by Zn doping to have a p-type
impurity concentration of 7X 10!7 cm—3and a thickness
of 1 um and consisting of p-Ing s(Gap3Alp.7)0.5P, and a
contact layer 28 formed by Zn doping to have a p-type
impurity concentration of 1X 10! cm—3and a thickness
of 0.05 pm and consisting of p-Ing.sGag.sP on a substrate
21 formed by Si doping to have an n-type impurity
concentration of 3x10'8 cm—3 and- consisting of n-
GaAs. An n-type side electrode, i.e., a first electrode
29a consisting of Au-Ge is formed on the lower surface
of the substrate 21, and a p-type side electrode, i.e., a
second electrode 29b consisting of Au-Zn is formed on
the contact layer 28.

A method of manufacturing the LED shown in FIG.
3 will be described below with reference to FIGS. 4A
to 4D.

Firstly, the substrate 21 formed by Si doping to have
an n-type impurity concentration of 3x 1018 cm ~3 and
consisting of n-GaAs is prepared, and Si is doped in its
upper surface by a reduced-pressure organometallic
chemical vapor deposition method (to be abbreviated to
a reduced pressure MOCVD method hereinafter),
thereby forming the buffer layer 22 consisting of n-
GaAs and having an n-type impurity concentration of
3X10'8cm —3and a thickness of 0.5 um. Thereafter, Si
is similarly doped to form the lower clad layer 23 con-
sisting of n-Ing.s(Gag3Alo.7)0.sP and having an n-type
impurity concentration of 3 10!8cm~3and a thickness
of and the active layer 24 consisting of Ing.s(Gao.
s5Alo.45)0.5P and having a thickness of 0.5 um is formed
without doping. Zn is doped to form the first upper clad
layer 25 consisting of p-Ing.5(Gag.3Alo.7)0.5sP and having
a p-type impurity concentration of 4X 10! cm~3, and a
thickness of 1 um, and Si is doped to form the current
blocking layer 26 consisting of n-Ing.s(Gap.3Alo.7)o.sP
and having an n-type impurity concentration of 2 1017
e¢m=3 and a thickness of 0.5 um. Subsequently, Zn is
doped to form the second upper clad layer 27 consisting
of p-Ino.s(Gag.3Al0.7)0.5P and having a p-type impurity
concentration of 7 10!7cm —3and a thickness of 1 pm,
and Zn is doped to form the contact layer 28 consisting
of p-Ing.sGag.sP and having a p-type impurity concen-
tration of 1x 1018 cm—3 and a thickness of 0.05 um.
These layers are thus sequentially grown to form a
double heterojunction structure. Subsequently, Si is
doped to grow a cap layer 30 consisting of n-GaAs and
having an n-type impurity concentration of 8 1018
cm—3and a thickness of 0.5 um (FIG. 4A). The above
reduced-pressure MOCVD method was performed at a
substrate temperature of 730° C., a pressure in a reaction
tube of 25 Torr, and a growth rate of 3 um/h.

After a portion of the cap layer 30 consisting of n-
GaAs to which a p-type side electrode is to be con-
nected is removed by etching as shown in FIG. 4B,
annealing is performed at 650° C. for 30 minutes. In this
case, annealing is performed in a PH3 atmosphere in
order to prevent evaporation of P from an exposed
surface of the.contact layer 18 consisting of. p-
Ing.5Gap sP. By this annealing, the conductivity type of -
a portion 264 of the current blocking layer 26 consisting
of n-Ing.5(Gao.3Alo.7)0.5P corresponding to a lower por-
tion of the cap layer 30 consisting of n-GaAs is changed
to p type.

. Subsequently, after the n-GaAs cap layer 30 is re-
moved by etching as shown in FIG. 4C, an Au-Ge
electrode 292 is formed on the entire lower surface of
the substrate 21 consisting of n-GaAs, the Au-Zn elec-
trode 295 is formed on the contact. layer 28 consisting of
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p-Inp.sGag sP, and a portion of the cap layer 30 consist-
ing of p-Ing 5Gag sP except for a portion corresponding
to the Au-Zn electrode 295 is removed by etching, as
shown in FIG. 4D.

When a voltage was applied in a forward direction to
flow a current through a 0.3-mm x0.3-mm square de-
vice having the above stacking structure, green light
emission having a peak wavelength at 550 mm was
observed from a peripheral portion except for the
Au-Zn electrode portion. This device was molded by an
epoxy resin, and a luminance of the molded device was
measured. As a result, a green light emitting diode hav-
ing a high luminance of more than 500 mcd was ob-
tained. This result is remarkable as compared with a
light emission luminance obtained by conventional GaP
not exceeding 200 mcd.

A modification of the LED shown in FIG. 3 will be
described below with reference to FIG. 5.

Since an LED shown in FIG. 5 is the same as that
shown in FIG. 3 except for the shapes of a current

blocking layer, a contact layer, and an Au-Zn electrode,.

the other portions are represented by the same refer-
ence numerals as in the FIG. 3 and a detailed descrip-
tion thereof will be omitted.

As shown in FIG. 5, each of a current blocking layer
36, and a contact layer 38 and an Au-Zn electrode 395
both of which oppose the layer 36 is formed on a pe-
ripheral portion. ‘

This structure can be manufactured by the same man-
ufacturing method as shown in FIGS. 4A to 4D by
forming a cap layer 30 consisting of n-GaAs shown in
FIG. 4C on a central portion.

According to the light emitting diode having the
above structure, a current density in a light emitting
region can be easily increased to be higher than that of
the light emitting diode of the embodiment shown in
FIG. 3, thereby realizing a light emitting diode having
a higher luminance.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 3 to 5, Ing s(Gao.
3Alg7)0.5P is used as the composition of the current
blocking layer. The composition of the current biocking
layer, however, is not limited to that of the above em-
bodiment but may be any composition provided that a
satisfactory band gap for obtaining transparency with
respect to the wavelength of light emitted from the
active layer is obtained. Although Ings(Gag.
s5Alp.as).sP is used as the composition of the active
layer in the above embodiment, light emission of a visi-
ble light region from red to green regions can be ob-
tained by changing the Al content. In the above em-
bodiment, Ing.5(Gag.3Alp.7)0.5P is used as the composi-
tion of the clad layer. The composition of the clad layer,
however, is not limited to that of the above embodiment
but may be any composition provided that a satisfactory
band gap difference for entrapping carriers is obtained
with respect to the active layer. Although n-type GaAs
is used as the cap layer in the above embodiment, the
same effect can be obtained by using n-type GaAlAs or
n-type InGaAlP. In addition, although Zn is used as an

impurity to be doped in the p-type clad layer in the

above embodiment, the same effect can be obtained by
using another p-type impurity such as Mg. '

A principle of the embodiment shown in FIGS. 3 to
§ described above will be described in detail below. A
conventional light emitting diode consisting of Inj_ (-
Gaj—xAlx)yP (0=x =1 and 0=y=1) has a problem in
that light emission is limited to a peripheral portion of a
surface electrode. The present inventors, however,
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. 8
have made extensive studies and found that the above
conventional problem can be solved by forming an n
type current blocking portion in a p-type clad layer and
the current blocking portion can be formed by selective
diffusion of a p-type impurity contained in the p-type
clad layer. That is, in this structure, a current flow in the
p-type clad layer is bent toward a peripheral portion.by
a p-n junction potential barrier formed because the
current blocking portion has n conductivity type. As a
result, light emission occurs in a region corresponding
to a portion outside a p-side electrode to improve an
emission light extraction efficiency. In addition, it is
found that diffusion of the p-type impurity contained in
the p-type clad layer depends on the structure of a cap
layer formed on the p-type clad layer. That is, a p-type
InGaAlP layer containing Zn as an impurity was
formed on an n-type InGaAlP layer, and a cap layer
consisting of n-type GaAs was formed thereon. There-
after, a part of the cap layer was removed by etching to
form a portion at which the surface of the p-type In-
GaAlP layer was exposed and a portion at which its
surface was covered with the cap layer, and annealing
was performed. As a result, while Zn was diffused in the
n-type InGaAlP layer below the portion on which the
cap layer was left to convert the conductivity type of
the layer to p type, no Zn was diffused in the n-type
InGaAIP layer located below the portion from which
the cap layer was removed and the conductivity type of
the layer was still n type. Diffusion of Zn occurs more

_easily when the concentration of Zn contained in the

p-type InGaAlP layer is higher and the Al content of
the n-type InGaAlP layer is larger. Therefore, by in--
creasing the Al content of the n-type InGaAlP layer
inserted in the p-type clad layer to be larger than that of
an active layer consisting of InGaAlP and setting the
concentration of Zn in the p-type clad layer to be a
proper value, an n-type InGaAIP layer having a shape
corresponding to that of the n-type GaAs cap layer
formed on the surface of the p type clad layer can be
buried in the p-type clad layer. The effect can be simi-
larly obtained by using n-type GaAlAs or n-type In-
GaAlP in place of n-type GaAs as the cap layer.

As described above, according to the embodiment
shown in FIGS. 3 to §, in the light emitting diode using
the In/.(Gar-xAlx)yP system material (0=x=1 and
0=y=1), the current blocking portion for spreading a
current in the p-type clad layer is formed and buried.
Therefore, since emitted light can be extracted by cur-
rent spread without being interrupted by an electrode, a
high-luminance visible light emitting diode can be real-
ized.

In addition, the present invention is very practical
since the current blocking portion can be advanta-
geously formed and buried by performing crystal
growth only once.

Still another embodiment of the present invention
will be described below with reference to FIGS. 6 and
7.

In FIG. 6, reference numerals 41 to 45 correspond to
reference numerals 11 to 15 in FIG. 1. A cap layer 46
consisting of p-InGaP and a current blocking layer 47
consisting of n-Ings(Gaj_:Al;)osP are sequentially
formed by a single crystal growth on a p-Gaj—pAl,As
layer 45, and selective etching is performed by using hot
phosphoric acid to form the current blocking layer 47
consisting of n-InGaAlP. Thereafter, a p-Ga/_,Al,As
layer 48 and a contact layer 49 consisting of p-GaAs are
sequentially stacked by the second crystal growth, a
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p-type side electrode 50 consisting of Au-Zn is formed

on the contact layer 49, and an n-type side electrode §1
consisting of Au-Ge is formed on the other major sur-
face of an n-GaAs substrate 41,

The p-type side electrode 50 is formed immediately
above the current blocking layer by a lift-off method
using a resist or the like or etching. A portion of the
contact layer 49 consisting of p-GaAs except for a por-
tion corresponding the electrode 50 is removed by an
ammonia hydrogen peroxide system selective etchant.

If an Al composition y of the active layer 43 consist-
ing of Ing.s(Gaj—yAl;.;)osP is incteased, the p-InGaP
cap layer 46 serves as an absorption layer with respect
to light emission of the active layer. In general, how-
ever, crystal growth cannot be performed well on a
GaAlAs layer because its GaAlAs surface as a growth
major surface is easily oxidized to form an oxide film,
and a material having selectivity with respect to an
etchant must be used in order to form the current block-
ing layer 47 consisting of n-InGaAlP. In this embodi-

ment, therefore, the p-InGaP layer 46 is formed. The’

layer 46 need only have a thickness which can satisfy
the above conditions. As the thickness is decreased, the
above mentioned absorbing effect with respect to light
emission of the active layer is weakened. In this embodi-
ment, the thickness of the layer 46 is 500 A. The thick-
nesses and carrier concentrations of the layers 41 to 45
are the same as those of the layers 11 to 15 in FIG. 1,
respectively. The thicknesses and carrier concentra-
tions of the other layers are shown in the following
parentheses: the current blocking layer consisting of
n-Ing s(Gaj—;Al)o.sP (0.15 pm, 2X 108 cm—3), p-Gay_.
pAlpAs layer 48 (5 um, 2 10'8 cm—3), and the contact
layer 49 consisting of p-GaAs (0.1 um, 3X 10!8 cm—3).

The above structure differs from conventional struc-
tures and the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 in that the
p-GaAlAs layer 45 having a much larger thickness than
that of an upper clad layer 44 consisting of p-InGaAlP
is formed on the layer 44, the p-InGaP thin film and the
current blocking layer 47 consisting of n-InGaAIP lo-
cated immediately below the p-type side electrode are
formed on the p-GaAlAs layer 45, and the p-GaAlAs
layer 48 is formed on the upper surface of the layer 47
by the second crystal growth. Superiority of this struc-
ture will be described below.

As has been described above in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1, in conventional structures, current
spread in the upper clad layer consisting of p-InGaAlP
is small because the resistivity of the layer is high. Since,
therefore, light emission mainly occurs immediately
below a current, no highly efficient LED can be ob-
tained. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, however,
the p-GaAlAs layer having a low resistivity is used to
spread a current and therefore a light emitting region,
thereby realizing a highly efficient LED. In the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 6, the current blocking layer 47 is
formed on the p-GaAlAs layer 4 to further spread the
current and the light emitting region. That is, a current
injected from the electrode 50 flows into a region of the
p-GaAlAs layer 48 having no current blocking layer
therebelow. The current injected into the p-GaAlAs
layer 45 by the effect of the embodiment shown'in FIG.
1 is spread more widely to enable light emission in a
wide range except for a portion immediately below the
current. At this time, by setting the outer surface of the
p-type side clectrode to coincide with or be included in
the outer surface of the current blocking layer, an influ-
ence of the electrode covering the light emitting region
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can be reduced. Actually, in the above stacking struc-
ture, the p-type side electrode having a diameter A of
200 pum and the current blocking layer having a diame-
ter B of 240 um were concentrically formed, the device
was constituted by using 0.3 as the Al content y of the
Ing.s(Gas_yAl))o.sP active layer, and a voltage was ap-
plied in a forward direction to flow a current. As a
result, light emission exceeding a luminous intensity of |
cd and having a peak wavelength at 585 nm was ob-
tained from a wide area of the device surface except for
the p-type side electrode 50 portion. An influence of
light absorption by the p-Ga,-pAl,As layer can be re-
duced with respect to light emission of a shorter wave-
length by setting a higher content p. Actually, light
emission having a luminous intensity of 1 ¢cd was ob-
tained in a green light emitting device having a peak
wavelength at 555 nm in which p was set to be 0.7t0 0.8
and the content y of the active layer Ing s(Ga;—yAly)o.sP
was set to be 0.5.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 6, the p-type side
electrode and the current blocking layer are circular.
The same effect as that of the above embodiment, how-
ever, can be obtained as long as the outer surface of the
p-type side electrode coincides with or is included in
that of the current blocking layer. In addition, although
n-InGaAlIP is used as the current blocking layer in the
above embodiment, any material, e.g., n-GaAs can be
used as long as it prevents an easy flow of an injection
current and has a selective etching property with re-
spect to the underlying cap layer. In this case, GaAs
serves as an absorption layer with respect to light emis-
sion of the active layer. Since however, a light extrac-
tion efficiency obtained in the other region is increased
to be much higher than that obtained in conventional
structures, the use of this structure is very advanta-
geous. Furthermore, although p-GaAlAs is used as the
buried layer formed upon second crystal growth in the
embodiment shown in FIG. 6, any material, e.g., p-
InGaAIP may be used as long as it has a band gap capa-
ble of obtaining transparency with respect to light emis-
sion of the active layer. In this case, however, in order
to obtain transparency with respect to light emission of
the active layer, the Al content of the buried layer must
be larger than that o the active layer.

The structure using the current blocking layer ac-
cording to the embodiment shown in FIG. 6 is not
limited to that shown in FIG. 6. For example, as shown
in FIG. 7, a satisfactory effect of obtaining light emis-
sion in a region except for a portion immediately below
an electrode can be obtained by forming a layer directly
on an upper clad layer consisting of p-InGaAlP and
forming a current blocking layer by a buried layer. Note
that in FIG. 7, reference numerals 61 to 64 and 66 to 71
correspond to reference numerals 41 to 44 and 4 to S§1in
FIG. 6, respectively.

FIG. 8 is a partially cutaway perspective view show-
ing an LED according to still another embodiment of
the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 8, reference numeral 81 denotes a
substrate consisting of p-GaAs; 82, an intermediate en-
ergy gap layer consisting of p-InGaP; 83, a lower clad
layer consisting of p-Ing s(Gaj—xAl)o.sP, 84, an active
layer consisting of Ino.s(Gaj—;Alz)osP; 85, an upper
clad layer consisting of n-Ings(Ga/—yAl)P; 86, a
contact layer consisting of n-GaAs; 87, an n type side
electrode; and 88, a p-type side electrode. The interme-
diate energy gap layer 82 is formed in a complementary
pattern of that of the electrode 87. That is, the interme-
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diate energy gap layer 82 is not present immediately
below the n-type side electrode 87, and the lower clad
layer 83 consisting of p-InGaAIP is in direct contact
with an exposed portion 81a of the p-GaAs substrate 81
immediately below the electrode 87.

FIG. 9 is a sectional view showing a structure of the
device shown in FIG. 8, in which a current distribution
and a light emitting portion in the device are illustrated.
Referring to FIG. 9, an arrow 91 indicates a current
distribution in the device, and a hatched portion 92
indicates a light emitting portion. In order to obtain a
high light emission efficiency, Al contents x, y, and z of
each layer satisfy z=x and z=y, i.e., a double hetero-
junction is formed such that an energy gap of an active
layer 94 serving as light emitting layer is smaller than
those of the two, p- and n-type clad layers 83 and 85.
Note that although an LED having such a double
heterojunction structure will be described below, a
layer structure of an active layer portion is not essential
in terms of a light extraction efficiency, and 2 single
heterojunction structure or a homojunction structure
can be similarly used.

0
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In the structure as shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, a voltage .

drop in an interface between the substrate 81 consisting
of p-GaAs and the lower clad layer 83 consisting of
p-InGaAIP is much larger than those in interfaces be-
tween the substrate .81, the intermediate energy gap
layer 82 consisting of p-InGaP, and the clad layer 83
consisting of p-InGaAlP . Therefore, a current selec-
tively flows through a portion in which the intermedi-
ate energy gap layer 82 consisting of p-InGaP is pres-
ent. In this case, since the resistivity of the lower clad
layer 83 consisting of p-InGaAlP is higher than that of
the upper clad layer 85 consisting of n-InGaAlP, the
current is widely spread in the upper clad layer 85.
Therefore, in the active layer 84 consisting of InGaAIP,
the current flows through a peripheral portion immedi-
ately below the electrode 87.

According to this embodiment as described above,
since the intermediate energy gap layer 82 is not present
immediately below the electrode 87, most of light emis-
sion takes place in a portion in which the electrode 87 is
not present. Therefore, emitted light is externally ex-
tracted without being interrupted by neither the contact
layer 86 nor the electrode 87, thereby realizing a high
extraction efficiency and therefore high-luminance light
emission.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view showing a schematic
arrangement of still another embodiment of the present
invention, and FIG. 11 is a schematic view showing a
positional relationship between an intermediate energy
gap layer and an n-type side electrode in this embodi-
ment viewed from the device surface side. In FIGS. 10
and 11, reference numerals 101 to 108 correspond to
reference numerals 81 to 88 in FIG. 8, and materials and
composition ratios of the respective portions are the
same as those of the embodiment shown in FIG. 8. This
embodiment differs from the above embodiment in pat-
terns of the n-type side electrode and the intermediate

energy gap layer. That is, a plurality of n-type side

electrodes 107 are arranged to form stripes, and a plu-
rality of intermediate energy gap layers 102 are ar-
ranged to form stripes in a direction perpendicular to
the direction of the electrodes 107.

In such an arrangement of the intermediate energy
gap layers 102 and the n-type side electrodes 107, por-
tions in which the layers 102 are placed immediarely
below the electrodes 107 are present. Since, however,
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current spread to portions not covered with the elec-
trodes 107 is large, a high light extraction efficiency can
be realized. The structure shown in FIG. 10 has an
advantage in that no complicated mask alignment need
be performed upon formation of the intermediate en-
ergy gap layers 102 and the n-type side electrodes 107.

In this embodiment, a light extraction efficiency can’
be further increased by arranging the intermediate en-
ergy gap layers 102 parallel to the n-type side electrodes
107, i.e., arranging the layers 102 in a complementary
pattern to that of the electrodes 107. In this case, how-
ever, mask alignment must be performed for the layers
102 and the electrodes 107.

The present invention is not limited to the above
embodiments, In each of the embodiments shown in
FIGS. 8 to 10, a semiconductor light emitting device
using p-InGaP as the intermediate energy gap layer has
been described. The same effect can be obtained by
using a material having an intermediate energy gap
between the InGaAlP clad layer and the GaAs sub-
strate, e.g., InGaAlP or GaAlAs as the intermediate
energy gap layer. In the present invention, the structure
of the light emitting portion is not limited to a double
heterojunction but may be a single heterojunction or a
homojunction. In addition, the conductivity type of
each portion can be reversed. In this case, a positional
relationship of the p- and n-type clad layers is vertically
reversed. Although current spread in the active layer
becomes smaller than that in the above embodiments, it
is still much larger than that obtained in conventional
structures.

As has been described above in detail, according to -
the embodiments shown in FIGS. 8 to 10, the intermedi-
ate energy gap layer is selectively formed between the
substrate and the light emitting portion, at least a por-
tion immediately below the electrode at the light extrac-
tion side has no intermediate energy gap layer, and the
intermediate energy gap layer is present in a region
immediately below the electrode. Therefore, a current
flowing from the electrode to the intermediate energy
gap layer is spread to a region except for the region
immediately below the electrode. As a result, a light
emitting region can be spread to the region except for
the region immediately below the electrode to increase
a light extraction efficiency, thereby realizing a semi-
conductor light emitting device having a high lumi-
nance. '

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the inven-
tion in its broader aspects is not limited to the specific
details, representative devices, and illustrated examples
shown and described. Accordingly, various modifica-
tions may be made without departing from the spirit or
scope of the general inventive concept as defined by the
appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. In a semiconductor light emitting device compris-
ing:

a compound semiconductor substrate of a first con-

ductivity type;

an InGaAlP layer formed on said substrate and hav-
ing a light emitting region;

a GaAlAs layer of a second conductivity type formed
on said InGaAIP layer and having a larger band
gap than that of said InGaAlP layer; and

an electrode formed on a part of said GaAlAs layer,

wherein light is emitted from a surface at the elec-
trode side except for said electrode.
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2. A device according to claim 1, wherein said
GaAlAs layer has a composition of Gas—pAlpAs
045=p=1).

3. A device according to claim 1, wherein said In-
GaAlP layer is an active layer having a composition of
Ings(Gay_yAly)osPO=y=1).

4, A device according to claim 3, wherein a lower
clad layer of the first conductivity type having a com-
position of Ings(Ga;—-xAlx)osPO=xXx =1) is formed
between said substrate and said active layer, and an
upper clad layer of the second conductivity type having
a composition of Ings(Ga/—xAl)osP (0=z=1) is
formed between said active layer and said InGaAlP
layer, x, y, and z satisfying y=x and y=z.

§. A device according to claim 4, wherein said
GaAlAs layer has a larger layer thickness than that of
said upper clad layer.

6. A device according to claim 1, wherein said elec~
trode consists essentially of AuZn.

7. A device according to claim 1, wherein a contact
layer consisting essentially of GaAs of the second con-
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an active layer formed on said lower clad layer and
consisting essentially of InGaAIP; '

an upper clad layer formed on said active layer and
consisting essentially of InGaAlP of a second con-
ductivity type:

a GaAlAs layer of a second conductivity type formed
on said upper clad layer and having a larger band
gap than that of said InGaAlIP layer constituting
said active layer and;

an electrode formed on a part of said GaAlAs layer
wherein light is emitted from a surface at said elec-
trode side except for said electrode.

9. A device according to claim 8, wherein said

* GaAlAs layer has a larger layer thickness than that of

15

ductivity type is formed between said GaAlAs layer

and said electrode.
8. In a semiconductor light emitting device compris-
ing:
a compound semiconductor substrate of a first con-
ductivity type;
a lower clad type layer formed on said substrate and
consisting essentially of InGaAlP of the first con-
ductivity type:
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said upper clad layer.

10. A device according to claim 8, wherein said
GaAlAs layer has a composition of Gaj_pAlAs
©045=1).

11. A device according to claim 8, wherein said ac-
tive layer has a composition of Ings(Ga/—yAly)osP
O=yl).

12. A device according to claim 8, wherein said elec-
trode consists essentially of AuZn.

13. A device according to claim 8, wherein a contact
layer consisting essentially of GaAs of the second con-
ductivity type is formed between said GaAlAs layer
and said electrode. )

14. A device according to claim 8, wherein said de-

vice is a light emitting diode.
LI I



