
The 19th-century German chemist Friedrich Kekule von Stradonitz had studied 
carbon-carbon bonds and organic molecules for many years. Then, one day in 1865, 
von Stradonitz fell asleep. And it was there, in his dreams, that he saw a snake bite its 
tail. He later recalled that it was this dream that allowed him to explain the structure of 
benzene, C6H6. The explanation laid the groundwork for organic chemistry and made 
von Stradonitz world famous. 

In 1869, Russian scientist Dimitri Mendeleev dreamed of 
the periodicity of the properties of chemical elements and 
of a periodic system that could be used to classify 
chemical elements before presenting his vision to the 
scientific community.   

Can science become so exciting that one starts dreaming about it?   
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